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IT is not possible to read these despatches to-day without the
conclusion that they were uncertain and indecisive in both knowl-
edge and expression. One fact, however,, is apparent, that the
onus of mistake, in any movement of the Flying Squadron, was
to be assumed by its commander. Six or eight months after every
movement of Cervera had been made plain, the later reasoning
of six or eight persons was to assume a perfect knowledge of his
actual whereabouts, which the despatches, telegrams and orders
of the time do not sustain. To the impartial reader it must
appear that Mr. Long and Admiral Sampson were impressed
alike that Cervera 7s destination was Cienfuegos, as the following
telegram of May 23, 1898, would indicate:

"The information of the department all goes to indicate the principal
aim of the Spanish fleet and government is to introduce a supply of munitions
of war and of food to Blanco and Havana by Cienfuegos. This for your infor-
mation."

It is hardly just to bring the commander of the Flying Squad-
ron under censure, as was done, for believing the same thing
on that same day off Cienfuegos. This, taken in connection with
the order of May 21st from Sampson, in which he said,

"Spanish squadron probably at Santiago. ... If you are satisfied
that they are not at Cienfuegos, proceed, etc., etc,"

which was received on the same day, May 23d, goes clearly to
impose a plain discretion to set out from Cienfuegos only when
satisfied that Cervera was not in that port.

Surely it sweeps away the certainty, pretended afterwards,
of Cervera7s presence at that time in Santiago, upon which no-
body was willing to predicate positive orders!
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